LOOKING  AT   ENGLAND
weight of my Embassy an$ Press behind me. As an Englishman,
I am a lonely wanderer, playing a lone hand. My zest in this life
grows and grows; I am not so old as I used to be, and I enjoy it.
But I am never more, to the people I go among> than a stray
Englishman. When they ask 'What does England stand for, what
does England think of us, what will England do for us?' I tell them
"that I don't know, or refer them to Munich, of which England
seems to be proud, I can only tell them what I stand for, what I
think of them, what I would do if I could.
Yet, how much we could learn from them, how much they could
do for us.
To look at England from abroad you must do so through
English or foreign newspapers. The foreign newspapers which are
now most widely read abroad are the German ones, which
constantly draw attention to the worst side of English life, and
their circulations are steadily increasing. But even the few English
newspapers, to the critical eye of a foreign reader, give an
appalling picture of wealth, inhumanity and cant on the one side,
and of poverty, hopelessness and destitution on the other.
The picture of England has never been so revolting and
incomprehensible as in these recent months. Day by day my
English and foreign newspapers have shown me British un-
employed lying down in Oxford Circus — removed by the police;
unemployed in Downing Street — removed by the police; un-
employed at the Palace — turned away by the police; unemployed
at the Monument — removed by the police; unemployed at the
Labour Minister's home — removed by the police and charged
'with insulting words and behaviour'; unemployed at the Eitz
for tea — turned out by the police; unemployed at Victoria
Station — removed by the police.
Always the police, the police, the police. I have before me a
picture of an unemployed man who took part in a demonstration
at Victoria when Mr. Chamberlain went to Rome. He is being
led away' by the police. That is to say, two policemen have hold
of him, as if he were a criminal maniac, three others are all
round him, and behind rides a mounted policeman. He is hat-
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